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In the vicinity of Tamus is the island of
Chryse; in the vicinity of the Ganges that of
Argyre. According to olden writers, the soil
of the former consists of gold, that of the
later is of silver; and it seems very probable
that either the name arises from this fact or
the legend derives from the name.

(Wheatley 1961: 129)
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It is said that there are also gold mines in
the area, and that there is a gold coin, the
kaltis, as it is called. Near this river is an
island in the ocean, the furthest extremity
towards the east of the inhabited world, lying
under the rising sun itself, called Chryse. It
supplies the finest tortoise shell of all the
places on the Erythraean Sea.

(Casson 1989:91)
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Malay history is an obscure subject and
hardly, perhaps, of very general interest,
but in view of Colonel Gerini's recognized
position as an authority of matters relating
to the history of South-Eastern Asia, it is

impossible to pass over in silence assertions
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such as these, which are contrary to
ascertained facts and in the highest degree
misleading.

(Blagden 1906: 108)
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If any archaeologists no longer feel
comfortable imposing authoritative
interpretations, we at least have a duty
to engage in critically reflective debate
about the manipulation of the past and the
expose the profoundly ahistorical nature
of essentialist visions of identity to the

archaeological record of constant chance.

(Dietler 2008: 221)
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