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#ufl 2 Abstract

The results of the research are as follows:

1. The sema stones of each valley in Northeastern Thailand not only has their own
unique features, but also share some common styles.

2. Those stones were closely related with the Buddhist beliefs. Some functioned as the
boundary markers of a sacred place, made according to Vinaya and its commentary. Moreover,
it is discovered that they were involved with Buddhist merit-making activities.

3. The carved illustrations on the sema stones have various meanings, and at the same
time reflect their contemporary traditions.

4. The illustration of a pot with a conical top, which was previously called pot-shaped
stupa, was actually votive offerings, the function of which was similar to purnakalasha of the
India culture and rice offerings of the Thai culture.

5. The sema stones were also related with local traditions and beliefs. One was the
belief of ancestor and supernatural spirits which were able to have either bad or good impact

on human beings. Some stones functioned as land markers.

Key words : Sema, Dvaravati Art
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